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Mr.Rus cll Gilbert : ‘ 
P.O.BOX 3274 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 


Thank you for your nice letter of a month ago. In June I went aroun 
a little in the South, so I am. late with all my correspondence, I had a meeting 
in New Or leans and another one-in Mepkin (S.C.) and in between I visited several 
monasteric 


From your letter I can make a better picture of you and.I like what 
I see. That you had -and have- difficulties in the family is an unhappy circum- 
stance, but,-as I sec, in the same time it obliges to you to fight for your edu- 
cation, to earn your living - and this can be a very important factor in teaching 
the earnestness of the life, that you have only that for which you work and fight. 
This is truc in the material life, but it is true in the spiritual life too. We 
have everything as a gift of God, but generally the gift of God is that we have 
the strength and persistency in working for the spiritual perfection; and thet 
the resultats are quite bigger than the work. Very rarely, nearly never do we have 
something in the spiritual life for which we have not to work. - So your difficult 
experience has certainly a great value for your spiritual life too. - You write 
that you are "behind schedule” «= you know, cverybody is. Striving for God means 
that we want to have Him at once and compictely. He gives Himself to us at once 
and completely, but we cannot reccive Him, because we have in ourselves so many 

ich 


things which occupy some "place" in our soul, When we empty oursal he 1 ali 
self-love Sd all vices, then we cen veccive God as He‘gives Hit so but 
the emptying ourselves takes the whole life, and the schedudes ond win coi Pans 
wë make nenersiiy supposo that we adhere to our vices quite less, foam acutaliy 
we do, The important is to work on ouurselves and make prosveda, Tie diffe is not 
a train which works according to a timetable. (Even trains do it rarely...) 
i 
“The THomas Aquin s College scems to have a very | ocd pz 


curciaiaky you will have a lot of good from the study there, It is pood in wils 
Suse too: it gives to you a better grasp of the questions, so you cns pej 
decide your vocation, with other words you can better see where is vod cuiilug 
yous. 


The formation programa in our Monastery is about the rollowins (ehanpes 
es A A me ie i I oe 5 
ssible, but not very probablo)e Normaiiy thd postulants co 


: l t in lace August. 
There is about five months of postuluncy, followed by one year oY savericte. This 
period serves to learn our way of life, there are classes on difvereat subiecets 
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(Rule of Sr. Benedict, History of the Order, Cistercian Life today, Chance, Canon 
law sor religious, Latin, Ascetics ctc.). This takes about one year and a naif, 


l'ose for the choir (priest or not priest) go afterward to the Monastery of 


Hauterive in Switzerland. There is the continuation of the monastic Torment 
in the Monastery, and philosophical and theological saudies at the Uaverulty 
of Fribourg. The time for that can be somewhere between threw 
years, dopentaang on the preceeding studies., There is no rule: tae University 
decides which credits are computed there. After that follows the Gecinntion 
-for those qho become priests- and then work, prayer, and privat siucy in te. 
Monastery. 
It is not easy to make a comparison with the Benedictinos, in the 

Cistercian Order and the Benedictine Order there are so different coowunitics, 
that you can make a comparison only a monastery to monastery base. Whore are 
Benedictine monasteries which are much more similar to Spring Bank, thea mony 
Cistercian monasteries. The basic thing is whether a monastery in iho cour 
of the history did accept some ordinary apostolic work, or not, Yr 
in the OSB and in the 0.Cist. St.Marre® du Lac -the Monas stery yo 

rtainly similar to our basics. But there are some imponders 
cradition is different in many things then the Benedictine 
our Liturgy is generally much more simple; the fonualism in 
generally less, in the spiritual life -in consequence of such Cistwurcich ou 
as St. Benedict, St.Aelred, St.Gueric ectc.- has a bigger accent on personal uc- 
votion then generally at the. Roni atime the belonging together ox the y 
Order -even after the organisationl changes of the last General Se han is 
h more intensive then for the Benedictines. For us the Order $s the way of 


a as it was since the foundation, for the Benedictines proio A and 
i 


federation is generally something imposed by the Holy Sce. The cooperation, 
range of ideas, help is very alive between Cistercians and Benedictines, but 
‘2 are a different family. - You know, the "religous families" have their existero, 
xztheir characteristics not so much in ideological reasons, but simply because 
they are a different "family", i.e. different foundation, different intemal 
customs, different tradition, different identity. If you take two ànerican 
families, living in the same city, having the same number of children, the 
same interest, the seme Church, the same clubs, the same occupation nee are 
very similar, but they are two different families - and in many oer things 
they are quite different. I am always more convinced that this is the main 
difference between the religious families. 
For your friend, Jack Fitzgerald, probably comes my answer to late. 

But you know, I began this letter the 30th of July, and I am finishing it t 
23rd of August. In between is a simple profession, an investiture of a novice, 
the arrival of three postulants - and some other works, - For cvery case: we 
do not have organized retreats. Generally we have groups who bring their own 

etreat-uaster, of individual retreats, i.e. people who make retreats alonc, 
ie themselves, just seeking some conversation with a priest. We have not 
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_the necessary number of priests for organized retreats. We have to concentrate our: 


selves on the building up of the community, as I wrote to you. - For cvery case, 
if Jack wants to come, he should just write, or call; we can certainly find 
for him plece,. when hé wants to come. 


I have to finish. I will return to other questions in another letter, 
If not, I will never finish this letter. ik 


With my prayers and best greatings I 
sincerely yours in Christ 


